
 

  



ONE VOTE FOR ‘HURRICANE ROBERT’  

 YOU HAVE TEN, AND NINE PARTY MEMBERS CAN FORM GOVERNMENT 

 

TRUTH OVER POWER 
 
OPENNESS AND TRANSPARENCY 

MORE DEMOCRACY 

ELECTORAL REFORM 

PARLIAMENT REFORM 

FULL DISCLOSURE OF POLITICAL DONATION 

PREVENT AND PROSECUTE CORRUPTION 

NO MORE ‘ENCHUFAOS’ 

IMPROVE HEALTH SERVICES 

IMPROVE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

IMPROVE THE LIVES OF DRUG AND SUBSTANCE DEPENDENTS 

EQUALITY FOR BOTH PARENTS 

BETTER ENVIRONMENT AND URBAN SURROUNDINGS 

MORE GREEN AREAS TO BOOST THE LUNGS OF THE WORLD 

MORE RENTAL HOUSING 

SUSTAINABLE FINANCES AND EFFICIENT TAXATION 

A VOICE FOR MINORITIES 

SIMPLIFY PUBLIC SERVICES 

 

 

 



 

WELCOME! 

My pitch is simple.  You do not have to block vote.  Gibraltar needs an independent voice in Parliament 
with no fear, no leader, no party and an open but individual agenda.  Gibraltar’s democracy suffers 
without it.  So, split your vote, don’t vote for that party member you don’t rate and get me, that 
individual voice into Parliament. After all, nine party members can form Government. 

I want to improve democracy, fight for better government and to prevent and investigate any 
corruption, abuse of public office and cronyism. For many years, I have strongly argued for electoral 
and parliamentary reform, as well as the prevention and investigation of corruption, abuse of public 
office and cronyism. Now all the parties are supporting this, but history shows that none have 
delivered.  

Of course, there are other subjects, Brexit, housing, health, social services, the environment, public 
administration, the economy, public finances, parental equality  and more. I hope to touch on as many 
as possible in as much depth as I can. The advantage of being an independent is that it will allow me 
to assess the policy of any ruling party and accept or criticise without the restrictions of party politics. 

If you get me into Parliament you will have an independent voice fighting hard to make sure 
manifesto promises are kept. No wonder Panorama Newspaper has called me ‘Hurricane Robert’. 

I will work for YOU. Not for any Chief Minister or any Opposition Leader or any party. The way it 
should be – MPs represent you, not government and opposition lackeys. 

What we have is a half-hearted attempt at democracy, not to say a mockery of democracy. Our voting 
system should be changed, our parliamentary system improved, and any corruption, abuse of public 
office and cronyism (‘enchufaos’) hit hard. All this will make our democracy better. 

Our voting system should be reformed so that more people will be encouraged to stand for election 
to contribute, and so, improve representation and democracy. The current ten votes per voter 
translates into one block vote to choose a Chief Minister, who will rule virtually without challenge.  

Remember YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BLOCK VOTE.  

SPLIT YOUR VOTE: whether or to an independent or some of the candidates of a party , voters want 
individualistic and free-thinking people, like me in Parliament. 

Think about the party candidates available.  Is it really the case that all candidates of your preferred 
party are the right ones to represent you in Parliament?  Or is party loyalty so strong that anyone will 
do?    

Elect me, and people like me, who will not have an agenda to follow a party leader and be able to 
speak his/her mind clearly.   Speak to me and maybe I will speak your mind too. 

That is the way it should be – MPs representing YOU, not the Chief Minister or the Leader of the 
Opposition or their friends.  



That is why we must push for serious electoral reforms that will improve democracy and government. 
We need a form of Proportional Representation, as we will be advised by experts, that will meet the 
special needs of Gibraltar. 

Further, elect me and people like me, who will push to reform Parliament to ensure more sittings, 
more questioning of the Chief Minister and Ministers, less control by the Chief Minister, more Standing 
Committees (especially a public Accounts Committee to investigate expenditure of our money to open 
up the hidden public finances of today) and more power to the Opposition.  

We need a separation of powers also. As enlargement is not popular, then let us reduce the number 
of Ministers to eight and have two Government MPs who are not Ministers. 

Another indicator that democracy is broken down is the constant chit chat about corrupt practices, 
but nothing ever seems to be done about it. In its 2011 Manifesto the GSLP-Liberal Alliance promised 
an anti-corruption authority with supporting laws but failed to deliver. In its 2015 Manifesto, it 
suggested the Royal Gibraltar Police could deal with the issues, but nothing has happened – the chit 
chat carries on. 

Corruption, abuse of public office and cronyism are a hidden and sneaky; it needs to be dealt with 
specifically and separately by a specialised body that needs to be act independently and not react to 
reports. Moreover, reducing it needs openness and transparency in political party funding, as well as 
parliamentary and electoral reform. 

Importantly, as an independent, I have no obligation to support the Government or the Opposition 
and their respective policies. I can decide what I consider is best for Gibraltar and wade into any 
debate motivated in my arguments by that objective, be it in support of whoever is in Government or 
in Opposition, depending on the policy adopted by each on the relevant issue. 

I am an open book. My views and opinions on many subjects are available openly on my blog at,  
www.facebook.com/llanitoWorld/ and for a more limited period of time at, 
www.gibnews.wordpress.com. 

 

ABOUT ME: 

I have lived in Gibraltar always. I have engaged in politics and political commentary most of my life. 

I have pursued causes to improve Gibraltar for decades. Back in 1972 (when I was a student) the 
Gibraltar Chronicle published my letter seeking that all who were offered a place at university should 
be funded by Government grants. This did not happen until about 1989. I venture to suggest that this 
educational advance has changed Gibraltar and the lives of many greatly for the better. 

In 1978 I ventured into local politics for the first time. I started ‘The Ratepayers and Taxpayers 
Association’, which lobbied for the better use by government of public (our) money. 

I led the ‘No Campaign’ against the 2006 Constitution, a campaign that against the odds surprised the 
Government at the time with the strength of resistance to what is now our deficient  Constitution. 

http://www.facebook.com/llanitoWorld/
http://www.gibnews.wordpress.com/


I have been a lawyer in Gibraltar since 1976, leading on financial, commercial and public law. I have 
been Chairman of the Bar. I have been involved in many committees and groups tasked with 
professional matters and strategizing for our financial services industry. I have been a member of the 
Financial Services Commission.  

Consequently, I am experienced in achieving my goals by convincing groupings and committees of the 
benefit of different matters. 

I have influenced policy issues as diverse as civil rights and taxation (having been central, with others, 
in devising and drafting a tax system acceptable to the EU to save our finance centre). 

In September 2018, I went back to university (funded by me) and studied at City, University of London, 
for an MA in Newspaper Journalism. I graduated in July 2018. My interest in journalism developed 
from writing my political blogs. 

I pursued my political reform goals via membership of the GSD, running as a candidate for them in the 
2015 election.  I resigned from the party to fight this general election as an Independent, after the 
GSD stopped being the platform for me to continue fighting for the reforms that I have spent my life 
struggling for. 

As I have said in my ‘Welcome’, my passion is to improve democracy, fight for better government and 
prevent and investigate any corruption, abuse of public office and cronyism. 

 

IMPROVING DEMOCRACY AND PREVENTING ANY CORRUPTION: 

Parliament is the body that you elect. It is the MPs who sit in Parliament that need to control and hold 
the Chief Minister and his Ministers to account. It needs reform to improve this oversight of how we 
are governed by the Chief Minister and his Ministers. 

If Parliament is made stronger the chances of corruption abuse of public office and cronyism in 
Gibraltar is reduced but that is not enough. There is a need for a special body to actively pursue 
corruption abuse of public office and cronyism (‘enchufaos’’) using updated laws. 

So, what needs to change overall? 

• Seek advice on a better voting system for election of MPs that would be based on Proportional 
Representation to encourage more candidates and improved representation; 

• Ensure separation of powers between Parliament and the Chief Minister and his Ministers. 
Enlargement has proved unpopular. Therefore, limit the number of Ministers to eight and 
have two MPs (who are not Ministers) on the Government benches. Enlarge only if the 
additional work of Parliament becomes impossible in the future with current numbers. 

• Ensure more frequent meetings of Parliament at which the Chief Minister and other Ministers 
can be questioned frequently by MPs; 

• Have a permanent Public Accounts Committee, chaired by the Opposition, to question the 
Government on all issues involving public money, forcing greater openness and transparency; 

• Bring into parliamentary account all money and borrowings of all and every Government 
owned companies or other entities; 



• Undertake a review of the Standing Orders of Parliament to reduce the power of the Chief 
Minister to control what happens in Parliament and increase the role of Parliament and its 
control of its own agenda in order to improve democracy; 

• Establish Standing Committees (including a Public Accounts Committee) to oversee 
Ministers and public servants on most areas of Government, forcing (no Government 
volunteers this!) greater openness and transparency; 

• Fund the Opposition and any Independents to enable them to undertake their duties and 
functions; 

• Finalize and introduce Codes of Conduct for Ministers and for MPs with appropriate bodies 
to ensure standards are maintained; 

• Make contributions to political parties and individuals more open and transparent and 
restrict the maximum donation; 

• Establish an appropriate independent body to investigate corruption, abuse of public office 
and cronyism backed up with appropriate laws to define what is right and wrong and 
providing for investigative and punitive powers; 

• Reduce travel perks for Ministers; 

• Help fund and facilitate public actions in court to ensure better government and adherence 
to the Constitution and law; 

• Introduce public petitions to and ability to address Parliament; 

• Seek such changes to the 2006 Constitution as are needed to give effect to the above and 
improve financial oversight and openness and transparency; 

• Listen to suggestions to improve democracy further. 

All the above will be complemented by: 

• Measures to ensure equal opportunities and avoidance of wastage of public (our) money; 

• Fair contracting and control of public contracts (including those of Government owned 
companies); 

• Compulsory declaration of conflicts of interests, including those arising from direct and 
indirect family and friendship connections; 

• Full disclosure of all ultimate owners of all and any company or entity granted a public 
contract; 

• Continuing monitoring of public contracts for value and prevention of abuse/creation of 
conflicts of interests. 

It is of the utmost importance that advances should be made in improving democracy. Successive 
Governments have promised this and failed. Parliament needs a committed individual like to persist 
and push for the needed changes. 

It seems that power is hypnotic. Once in Convent Place a Chief Minister convinces himself that his or 
her subjective qualities will ensure democracy and ignores all manifesto promises to make our system 
of government and administration more democratic.  

It is time for someone like me to be elected to push for the reforms necessary to improve the 
democratic offering and bring a Chief Minister and his obedient Ministers back to reality. 

 

 



 

BRITISH GIBRALTAR AND SELF-GOVERNMENT: 

I am firm in my desire for Gibraltar to remain British but combined with gaining more self-
government. The 2006 Constitution made advances on this front, but we have not reached the end of 
the journey. There is some way to go. 

We need to fight for a reduction in the ability for the UK to impose direct rule, subject to our 
advancing the reforms needed to protect democracy in Gibraltar as suggested above under the title 
“Improving Democracy, Preventing Abuse and Corruption”. 

We need to pursue constitutional advances from the UK. We need to tread the path of and achieve 
decolonisation and de-listing from the UN list of non-self-governing territories. 

We need to reform issues of ‘peace, order and good government’ and the ability to have direct rule 
with a view to advancing our self-determination. 

 

BREXIT: 

This is the single biggest danger facing Gibraltar in the immediate future. The GSLP-Liberals have 
chosen to go it alone. This is the wrong strategy and dangerous for Gibraltar. That said, it does not 
preclude others from dealing with it after the election. Whatever steps that have been taken to date 
(if any as one of the failures so far is to publicly inform sufficiently) can be adopted by any new 
Government. 

What is known is that the GSLP-Liberals have signed up to a tax treaty with the Spanish Government 
and to four memorandums covered by a protocol. Time will tell, but the encroachment by Spain on 
sovereignty, shown by these, on matters concerning Gibraltar may be the thin edge of the wedge. 

The memorandums are respectively about citizen’s rights, tobacco and other products, environmental 
cooperation and police and customs cooperation. 

The tax treaty makes inroads into the tax sovereignty of Gibraltar. It allows huge amounts of 
exchange of information. It allows for Spanish individuals and companies in Gibraltar to be taxed in 
Spain. 

The MOUs covering citizens’ rights, environmental issues, tobacco and other products and police and 
customs cooperation intrude into issues of administration, that should be in the exclusive power of 
our Parliament and our government. 

All in all, these arrangements with Spain need scrutiny and explanation. Until that is forthcoming it is 
impossible to find these acceptable. 

Considering events, and in the meantime, Gibraltar must plan for the worst. It needs to ensure that 
supplies can be accessed by ferry (and the GSLP-Liberals have confirmed, contradicting their initial 
spin that everything is ‘wonderful’ with Spain, they are making alterations in the Port to allow for this), 
otherwise by sea and by air. Time will tell if their plans are enough. 



The root of the problem (that no party talks about) is that whilst we remain in the EU freedom of 
movement at the border with Spain are governed by EU Treaty freedoms of movement of persons 
and goods. Once Brexit happens, these freedoms disappear i.e. we get to the same issue as are 
plaguing the Northern Irish/Irish border, with the EU having given Spain full say over Gibraltar-EU 
relations and matters. 

Considering the dangers that Brexit represents, I would urge, encourage and submit to a joint 
approach of all in Parliament to find solutions and ways forward to meet the issues that we will face. 
Unity on this subject is what Gibraltar needs, but we cannot have unity without involvement and 

engagement. The GSLP-Liberal Government has gone it alone, which is WRONG for Gibraltar. 

 

HOUSING: 

I will support the continued regeneration and improvement, within our means, of Government real 
property, housing and estates. There should be consultation with Tenants’ Associations. 

New rental housing should be built within our means.  

Rents should not be set at a level that does not consider the available means of the tenant. Means 
testing must be introduced to ensure fairness in the use of public housing and help to fund the 
building of new rental housing.  

Hardship and exceptional circumstances should be considered both for allocation of houses and 
rental levels.  

The needs of the elderly need to be favourably considered, also. 

 

HEALTH, CARE AND OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES AND ISSUES: 

As an independent, I will give careful and considered attention to all and every proposal aimed at 
improving our health, care and social services, looking for an emphasis on efficiency and the best use 
of public (our) money. I will support all and every initiative that will improve each of these services. 

Health 

Efficiency and good use of money is a central consideration in the provision of what is necessary and 
expected of a public health service.  

I will support the use of medicinal cannabis subject to prescription in accordance with the practice 
and guidelines adopted in the UK. 

Care 

Mental health is a subject close to my heart. The service provided should be such as will allow and 
promote appropriate treatment for acute problems to avoid any long-term issues. Treatment must 
be provided so that long-term sufferers may lead a life that contributes to our community and 



themselves. Continuing support and counselling should be made available, as well as financial, social 
and housing assistance. 

All involved in voluntary work with mental health sufferers must be recognised and thanked for the 
valuable service they provide and must be helped as much as possible. 

Dementia and Alzheimer’s is a growing problem. The Centre provided needs to be improved and more 
residential accommodation made available. The provision of carers must be improved and widened. 

Elderly care services need to be widened and enlarged facilities provided. Home care needs to be 
considered, jointly with a ‘meals on wheels’ service. 

The disabled must be given full consideration and assistance. All efforts must be made to facilitate 
their quality of life, care, accessibility, adequate housing and general well-being. I will support all and 
any initiative of any government that will improve the lot of the disabled, be it issues of parking or 
employment. 

As a social democrat I would respect the result of a referendum held on the issue of abortion, 
whichever way the decision falls. One must recognise that abortion is a complex moral and religious 
issue, but I respect the view of each person on the subject.  

Abortion being a moral and religious issue, each individual needs to take a personal position on it. I do 
not believe that necessarily a secular government should impose its judgment. Everyone affected 
must take a very hard personal decision, in either direction, in very individual circumstances. 

At a personal level, I am pro-life, save believe that abortion must be permitted in the case of health 
issues to the mother or foetus, incest and rape, as decided by the UK Supreme Court in the Northern 
Ireland case.  

Sexual education and counselling will reduce the chances of unwanted pregnancy. These services 
should be boosted. Contraception should be made available free. 

Other social services and issues 

I hear complaints about deficiencies in payments to the needy, be it due to unemployment or health 
reasons, including dependency issues. I will support any policy that will promote an in-depth review 
of the current system with a view to reform and improvement. 

Gibraltar is a small place. It cannot be beyond the realms of possibility that we should not be able to 
devise a social assistance scheme that is specific to the needs of individual cases. I will fight for such 
a solution. 

Drugs misuse needs radical thought and reform. The current system is not working fully. I do not 
believe in legalisation, but I do believe in treatment for those who have a problem. There needs to be 
a reassessment so that available sentences deal with the issues in order to rehabilitate and improve 
lives. I support promoting an awareness and education to reduce the possibility of addiction. Support 
also needs to be provided across the board. 

Mothers and fathers should have their equal rights recognised and treated equally irrespective of 
gender. I will support all and any policy that will ensure equal rights of parents irrespective of their 
gender. 



ENVIRONMENT AND URBAN SURROUNDINGS:  

Our youth and those yet to be born will never forgive us for not looking after the world, we must 
boost the lungs of the world. Of course, comfort and money, is important to us but, surely, not at the 
cost of the health and comfort of those who follow us and certainly not such as will endanger their 
very ability to live.  

We must also take pride in what Gibraltar is and in the buildings that give it the character that it has. 
We must, of course, build for the needs of our growing community and businesses but not at the cost 
of what is the characteristic features of Gibraltar. We need more careful consideration given to our 
planning needs. 

Our citizens of the future deserve care in this area of life. 

Environment 

Accordingly, I will support all measures aimed at contributing to improve the environment both now 
and into the future. Gibraltar may be small, and so will its contribution be but that is no argument not 
to contribute. Each of us, individually, must contribute. All these contributions will collectively lead to 
improvement at a huge scale for the benefit of all. 

Measures must be taken: 

• At a government level to reduce environmental hazard and detrimental effects. 

• To encourage the use of renewables. 

• To conserve the marine environment. 

• To review and improve air quality. 

• To facilitate all to reduce the use of harmful products. 

• To encourage recycling. 

• To convert waste to energy. 

• To use solar energy. 

• To reduce diesel cars; 

• To encourage further hybrid and electric vehicles; 

• To reduce the use of vehicles by pushing for the use of public transport. 

• To encourage the use of LED lighting. 

• To use environmentally friendly waste disposal methods. 

• And to keep Gibraltar tidy. 

My ears are open and my support for the environment is there. 

Urban surroundings 

Protection of our urban environment and our heritage needs us to listen to those who have this in 
their hearts and minds. The Heritage Trust must be manned by these individuals. The Government has 
no place in that organisation. The Government has the final decision. It should listen and decide and 



live by its decision as it justifies it. The approval or disapproval of what the Government may do comes 
at an election. 

Our history, archives and old buildings must be helped and protected. I will support added funding 
for the protection of our history, archives and old buildings.  

I will support the inclusion of more of our historical buildings onto the protected buildings list. It is 
sad that the GSLP-Liberals have seen fit to demolish the iconic Queens Cinema. 

The protection of old buildings needs that laws that affect it badly should be changed. I support a 
review of landlord and tenant laws that reduce the ability of owners of buildings to maintain them. 
There is a need to balance the rights of tenants against those of owners.  

It is not the responsibility of building owners to assist the needy in housing matters. That is the 
responsibility of public finances. An in-depth review of this is needed to put right the balance, which, 
in turn, will lead to an improvement of our urban surroundings. 

There is much to do at a public level. I will support improvements to the Northern Defences. I 
fervently believe that the Moorish Castle complex is a huge asset for our use and for tourism that 
needs to be put up on the list of priorities. It is an underused asset, let’s restore it more and exploit 
it for our good. 

The Old Fire Station (once the fire brigade is relocated) is another iconic building. Let us not demolish 
it. I will support its use for community purposes with some emphasis on enhancing our tourist product. 

We need money to do all this. Well, we have a system that encourages buildings to be built. It is called 
Development Aid that needs careful looking at. The developer of a building is allowed massive 
corporation tax benefits and importation of much free of import duty to encourage more construction. 
The occupiers of these buildings are given relief from paying rates for several years. 

This not only means that the Government ends up paying for most of what it costs a private 
developer to build a building (so the developer ends up recovering most of its investment from 
government) but also to reduced government revenues. Government revenues that can be used to 
improve our environment and our urban surroundings. 

I am against the proposed Queensway Quays developments and seek more information about 
Victoria Quays before making a judgment but currently it seems an eyesore. I find the use of public 
moneys for this development objectionable.  

I favour more independent planning control. I do not agree that Ministers should sit on the 
Development and Planning Commission. The Government should be allowed to make argument and 
representation. The Government should be allowed to object to developments only on grounds of the 
public interest, aesthetics and land use based on the published Development Plan. 

I will support the provision of new gardens and green areas and the improvement of existing gardens 
and public spaces. 

I will support sensitive and environmentally friendly development of available sites but remaining 
conscious that our heritage and urban environment should not be affected badly. 



I will support the continued regeneration and improvement, within our means, of all public property 
and housing estates. 

 

PUBLIC FINANCES AND TAXES: 

If anything goes wrong with public finances, we will all be forced to pay the debt, whichever political 
party is in Government. The secrecy surrounding finances is worrying. Why the need, if everything is 
fine? To reduce taxes, one must first know that recurring expenditure and borrowing costs can be 
financed. 

Full disclosure 

The GSLP-Liberals boast that Gibraltar has never been better off financially, yet its elder and ex-Chief 
Minister Sir Joe Bossano warns of unsustainable recurring public expenditure. It seems that the GSLP-
Liberal boast that Gibraltar is better than ever is because we are living beyond our means, that has 
never worked, both for any government or for any household. 

It is difficult to assess because public spending and investment is hidden in companies by the GSLP-
Liberals. In short, we, the public, we, the voters, we, who pay taxes for everything simply don’t know! 
The is secrecy amazing. It is in complete contradiction to the open and transparent government 
promised by the GSLP-Liberals in both the 2011 and 2015 elections. 

We need people like me in Parliament who are not scared to shout in Parliament and outside 
Parliament with the aim of getting full accounting for our money and for a full account of how much 
has been borrowed for public purposes that Gibraltar is ultimately liable for. Clever lawyers and 
financiers tricks of using companies and options so that the level of borrowing can be kept secret 
should not be tolerated.  

Gibraltar needs full and frank disclosure of EVERYTHING that could come back to cost all of us money, 
because if money matters go wrong it is all of us who will be forced to pay. The promise to be open 
and transparent deserves nothing less and we will be made to pay, if anything goes wrong. 

The public debt … how much is it? 

We don’t know exactly but gross public debt stands at about £1.3 billion, £300 million of it borrowed 
on the strength of mortgaging public housing. Recently clever financing arrangements were used to 
keep more borrowing of £162 million off the books, so no explanation has been given, even more 
secret debt. 

Much of what this GSLP-Liberals spend, for example £100 million on schools and some £134 million 
on other capital projects and sporting facilities is not shown on government accounts. 

More systemic open and transparent finances 

Brexit is coming, the question is will we get through it despite the debt mountain and recurring 
expenses that this GSLP-Liberals have got us into? 



Laws must be changed, even a change to our Constitution, to ensure more open and transparent 
finances and to make sure that our governments are more accountable for public (our) money. 

The establishment of a Public Accounts Committee of Parliament, with extensive powers to question 
and investigate, is essential. 

The Principal Auditor must be empowered to extend his audit to all companies and entities coming 
under the Government. 

It is intolerable that Supplementary Appropriations Bills (the permission of Parliament for a 
Government to spend money) are presented and neither debated nor passed. This is a complete 
disregard of democracy and may well be against the law. 

A full review of how Savings Bank money has been used by the GSLP-Liberals is needed, as is a full 
investigation into Credit Finance. 

All in all, there is too much secrecy and clever financial engineering in our public finances (our money) 
that needs to be made open and transparent and simplified. 

Tax 

It is easy to promise increased personal allowances and less taxes, but tax measures must be 
affordable. 

I will support all measures aimed at reducing the tax burden of citizens, but I will want to be 
convinced that we can afford it. 

Moreover, I will support all measures that will incentivise and help business to prosper, so that 
Gibraltar and all of us prosper. I will not stand in the way of good, affordable measures having this 
objective. 

I believe that tax evasion should be investigated in greater depth and offenders brought to account. 

I support a simplification of our tax system. 

 

TRANSPORT AND PARKING: 

Road congestion is a continuing problem, aside from planning for more fluid traffic flow, I will support 
all schemes that will encourage the greater use of our excellent bus service and all and any 
alternative transport means. 

Night buses need to be available beyond the current 9pm finishing time and to a later time than now, 
at weekends. 

As a cyclist myself, I would support all schemes that will encourage the use of bicycles. 

I will support the use of restricted parking zones but believe that the current system needs to be 
reviewed and improved, if possible. 



Parking for the disabled and generally needs to improve. 

There is a huge need for road maintenance that I will support. 

 

THE YOUNG, CULTURE AND SPORT: 

Public funds should be used wisely to promote activities for the young, culture and sport. 

Youth 

I am supportive of all and any affordable initiatives and facilities for the young. I believe in the great 
work done by our youth services. I will support all and any help given to our youth clubs, scouts and 
all and any groups that helps and assist our young people. 

Culture 

I don’t believe the Gibraltar Music Festival (GMF) is a wise use of public money. It remains expensive 
to go to it, so excludes the ability of many to enjoy it. A large proportion who go are from the UK and 
Spain. They do not pay any taxes in Gibraltar, yet you subsidise their enjoyment, even if you don’t go! 
This is wrong! 

The lack of socialism displayed is epic, also. The GSLP-Liberals and their entourage all enjoy themselves 
at your expense in VVIP enclosures. If they donate the cost of their ticket to charity, it is not them 
making the donation! It is the Government, because it paid for everything anyway! This is all wrong! 

The GMF should be encouraged as a privately funded business venture based on tender processes. 

I am supportive generally of our arts, theatre and cultural scene. Public money should be provided 
carefully and prudently and to ensure the best use possible for the promotion of the arts and culture. 

I believe that we need an affordable, both in terms of capital and on-going expenses, theatre and 
conference centre. I do not believe much thought has been given to the increased use and adaptation 
of the John Mackintosh Hall, as a theatre needs more backstage room than will be available there. I 
believe this needs to be rethought.  

The Queens cinema/hotel site or alternative site, like the Rooke site, should be considered for the 
construction of a theatre and conference centre. 

Sport 

Sports encourages a good and healthy lifestyle. Gibraltar is blessed now with sporting facilities. The 
issue now is maintaining them and paying for their use and upkeep. This may prove difficult, but some 
priority needs to be given to this expenditure but not to the detriment of social and health needs, for 
example. 

I support all policies that will help sport, including participation in international events. I support all 
policies aimed at encouraging people of all ages, importantly our youth, to engage in and play sport.  
It helps in our physical and mental health.  



 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE: 

It is imperative that Gibraltar runs smoothly, for the sake of all of us, for the public good and to ensure 
that our economy works properly and helps to provide money to in turn fund all the public services 
we need. The inter-connection of the whole system makes a well-resourced and efficient service a 
core concern of all and any government. I will support all policies aimed at achieving these general 
objectives. 

Graduates need to be used. We need to find ways of helping them into public service for the good of 
our entire community. 

Public facing services need to be improved. I support all and any policy that, in consultation with 
employee organisations, helps to find improvements. 

General Orders need to be reviewed and modernised to renew and streamline the service provided 
generally. 

Methods of promotion within the public service should be reviewed to encourage specialisation. The 
movement within the service from one department to another is fine, in early parts of one’s career 
but later, there is a need to develop specialist skills. I realise this may be difficult in a small jurisdiction 
but in consultation and with discussion, it may be possible to find solutions that benefit all. 

Linked with specialisation is the issue of training. I will support all and every initiative that will provide 
better training, leading to an improved public service. 

Recruitment needs to be fair, open and transparent. 

e-Government needs to be spurred on to bring Gibraltar to the forefront of the 21st. This needs to be 
connected to improved efficiencies and speedy service.  

There is a need to carefully look at how the provision public services can be improved, especially in 
the fields, for example, of health, social services, employment and the private sector generally. 

Often the only option if one is affected by maladministration is to take the matter to court on a Judicial 
Review. This is hugely expensive and slow. The powers of the Ombudsman must be widened to allow 
justice to flow at an affordable price. Additionally, the Ombudsman must be given more authority and 
teeth so that his decisions are followed. 

 

OUR PRIVATE SECTOR: 

Our private sector is central to our prosperity.  



I vouch full support to private enterprise and its growth but believe in as little government 
interference as possible as the means to encourage a vibrant private sector. The whole Trade 
Licensing needs to disappear save for the purpose of ensuring proper visibility by the administration 
to ensure payments of dues, duties and taxes and for the protection of employees. 

Our private sector includes financial services, online services, tourism, the port and shipping and the 
business/retail sectors. I will support measures to ensure growth in each and minimal administrative 
interference. Interference should be limited essentially to protection of the public and visibility to the 
administration to ensure payments of dues, duties and taxes and for the protection of employees. 

There is cross-over between sectors in the policies outlined below, so all-inclusive consideration is 
needed. 

Financial and online Services 

I pledge support for initiatives that will lead to growth in our financial and online services in a 
properly regulated environment. 

Tourism 

I will get behind all and any initiative that will improve the tourist attraction and offering of 
Gibraltar. Tourism is essential to the prosperity of Gibraltar, to its hotels, bars, restaurants, retail trade 
and generally across the board to create prosperity and jobs and feed public finances. 

We need to improve our heritage product, concentrating, for example on uplifting the image of our 
old town and improving sites like the Moorish Castle and Northern Defences. The approach needs 
to cover many areas, including traffic management and environmental issues that bare dealt with 
elsewhere in this manifesto. 

Port and shipping 

We should take the initiative to encourage more cruise ship calls and shipping calls generally and 
bunkering. 

Ship to ship repairs and crew changes need to be promoted. 

Filling in our port is reducing an expensive asset that we should exploit more for our communal 
prosperity. It needs to be done sparingly and carefully, if at all. 

Business and retail sector 

Complications and public interference in this sector need to be eliminated. Licensing requirements 
honed down to a minimum. Public services honed to provide as good and efficient service as is 
achievable. 

Businesses that are operating underground need to be eliminated and transgressors prosecuted. 

New businesses and job creation need to be incentivised. 

Cost and expenses caused by government looked at and revised in as favourable a way as possible 
to help businesses. 



The issue of rental levels needs to be looked into with care to reach a sensible balance without 
interfering too much in market forces. 

The establishment of new business and light industry needs to be encouraged. 

 

EQUALITY OF TREATMENT: 

I hear constantly of ‘enchufes’ and ‘enchufados’. We need to do something about that. Like 
corruption, if it is not true let’s find out, if it is true, then let’s stop and deal with it. 

Employment must be based on merit. 

The deal for agency workers needs to be reviewed and reformed within our means, also. 

We need to make sure public contracts are allocated fairly and administered at a price that is the best 
price for the public purse. We need value for money across the board. 

Conflicts of interest need to be declared and/or investigated. 

In brief we need an environment of equal opportunities.  

I will support all and any initiative that is motivated by the above general principles. 

 

FORMATION OF OUR YOUNG: 

There is no doubt that the new schools are all welcome. The issue of affordability is a separate issue 
that will unfold over time.  

The lack of transparency and openness in how these have all been funded is a concern, as is the speed 
(at higher cost to us, the voters) in which schools have been completed, exclusively for the electoral 
gain it means for the GSLP-Liberals. Huge sums of public money should and could have been saved 
with proper timetabling of construction. 

Full and proper consultation with headmasters and teachers generally must be pursued, as do reviews 
and application of proper standards. 

Facilities should be provided for non-academic vocational training Career Planning  is important 
as students need to be encouraged to study areas that will fill vacancies available in Gibraltar, thus 
helping themselves and the community at large. 

More emphasis should be placed on teaching local history. 

Such improvements as are found to be necessary should to meet mental health needs of our young. 

Assistance should be provided to children as may be found to be necessary for educational related 
needs.  



I pledge full support to integration of all our young into the school system but, also, to St Martin’s 
School to provide for special needs and to assist in the move into gainful occupations. 

I support the funding and creation of training facilities for non-academic skills like construction, 
plumbing, carpentry, electricians, car, yacht and ship mechanics and others that may be identified and 
needed.  

A Technical Skills and Technology College will need to be established and Apprenticeship Schemes 
introduced also. 

 

EMPLOYMENT: 

The Agency Worker scheme needs to be reviewed and reformed within our means, so that it stops 
be the pit that those who cannot find other jobs fall into for ever. Encouragement and opportunity 
must be promoted and fairness in the employment market lead all decisions. 

Security of employment should be encouraged. 

Private Sector Pensions need to be improved. 

Pay needs to reflect acceptable requirements that allows for an acceptable and reasonable living 
standard. 

 

SOCIAL BENEFITS: 

I will support all and any moves to improve, simplify and make more understandable all and any 
benefit entitlements. 

Poverty and low incomes need to be identified and solutions found. 

The needs of our community should be regularly identified and met. 

 

THE ELDERLY: 

The issue of private sector ex-employees who have no pension arrangements, beyond the State 
pension system, needs to be favourably dealt with and solutions found. 

All and any discrimination of any part of our society on matters of pensions allowances and other 
payments, especially against women need resolution. 

Suitable housing for the elderly will need to be provided to meet demands. 

 



CIVIL ORDER: 

All types of abusive and bullying conduct need to be dealt with, especially all that happens online. 

Our parole system needs to be revamped and eligibility should be after 50% of one’s sentence having 
been served. Automatic parole should be available to first offenders who are sentenced to five or less 
years in prison. Victims and families should be heard at parole applications. 

Sentencing seems to err on the side of the accused, reviews by the prosecutor by appeal should be 
allowed. 

Domestic violence needs to be dealt with by a specialist unit. 

Compensation for abuse of the criminal system should be made available. 

More people should be included as eligible for legal aid. 

I would support all and any improvement to the training of, other human resources issues, 
improvement of morale  and will support our police force and customs and border services. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

All in all, there is much that an independent member of Parliament can do. Look at what I have 
achieved being outside Parliament. Suddenly, all the parties support tackling corruption, abuse of 
public office and cronyism. Something that I have been writing about since before the 2011 election. 
Imagine what I could do, if I am  elected as an independent in Parliament! 

If you are fed up with rule by a Chief Minister. If you are fed up of the weaker candidates that stand 
with every party, give me a vote. After all, nine MPs can form Government and if there are eight in 
Opposition and one of them is me … the Government must listen more closely. 

 

 

GO ON GIVE ME THAT SPARE VOTE – YOU KNOW IT’S THE RIGHT THING FOR 
DEMOCRACY IN GIBRALTAR 
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